
Specialist Certification
Application Requirements & Certification Process

Membership Requirement

NADD Membership is required for all certification applicants. Employees of organizations with a NADD

Organizational Membership automatically receive member benefits through their employer.

Membership status is documented on your application and confirmed during processing.

Not yet a member? Join NADD

Application Fee

The Specialist Certification Application will be available in your Learner Dashboard after payment of the

application fee. Fees may be paid from your user dashboard or via your employer's organizational

membership contact. Organizations with multiple staff to certify may pay on a case-by-case basis or in

bulk.

Two Pricing Tiers:

Accredited Programs

Employees of NADD-Accredited programs receive a discounted certification rate. To confirm

your program's accreditation status consult the NADD-Accredited Programs Registry.

Non-Accredited Programs

Certifications are reasonably priced regardless of accreditation status and are fully portable —

once certified, a professional retains their credential regardless of changes in employment.

Note: Once an application has been received, the application and fee are nontransferable,

nonrefundable, and void after one year.

Application Prerequisites

All applicants must meet three prerequisites, documented as part of the online application process:

• Education

Applicants may present a Master's level degree in a related field with one year of experience, a

Bachelor's level degree with two years of experience, or 60 credit hours in the field of ID or

mental health with three years of related experience. Post-secondary education is not required;

however, a thorough explanation of the experience base must accompany the application. The

review committee may recognize other types of accreditation and certifications as prerequisites.

• Experience



Applicants must have experience supporting persons with intellectual and developmental

disabilities and co-occurring mental health conditions. This may include volunteerism,

internships, and externships. For applicants without a post-secondary degree, other

credentialing, accreditation, or combinations of experience may be accepted.

• Ethical Behavior

A signed Affirmation of Principles Form is required, denoting the candidate's commitment to

ethical behavior. Applicants must be in good standing at their organization. Any disciplinary

events, lawsuits, suspensions of privileges, or actions by a licensing body must be reported and

reviewed by the committee.

Application Elements

Once prerequisites are satisfied, applicants submit the following together via the online application:

• Application Form

• Resume or CV

• Three Letters of Reference

• Brief Scenario Description and Presentation Outline

• Completed Confirmation of Experience Form

• Signed Affirmation of Principles

Certification Process — Timeline & Stages

Once a Specialist application is processed and accepted, NADD will communicate directly with the

applicant about next steps. The certification process typically takes 1–3 months to complete and

encompasses two stages:

Stage Description

Interview / Exam Video conference examination including a 20-minute scenario
presentation demonstrating mastery of the six core competencies.
Final presentation outline must be submitted at least 5 days
before the interview.

Certification
Evaluation

Final evaluation based on the candidate's demonstration of
knowledge across all six competency areas. Candidates receive a
copy of their evaluation with scores and examiner feedback.

Evaluation Scale



Each of the six competency areas is evaluated on the following scale. Candidates must score at least 3

in all areas to receive certification:

Score Description

1 Insufficient evidence of competence

2 Evidence of minimal competence

3 Evidence of average competence (minimum required)

4 Evidence of above average competence

5 Evidence of superior competence

Certification & Recertification

NADD-DDS certification is valid for two years. Certified Specialists are entitled to use the credential

NADD-DDS in recognition of their achievement.

To renew their credential, a NADD-DDS must pay the Recertification Application Fee for access to the

online application and document the completion of 10 hours of relevant continuing education every two

years.

For more information contact info@nadd.org or visit nadd.org


