
Clinical Certification
Application Requirements & Certification Process

Application Process

Access to the online application is available after payment of the application fee, provided via a linked

Certification Guide on the confirmation screen and by confirmation email. NADD strives to process all

applications within 5 business days, though incomplete applications may take longer.

NADD will review each application for completion and follow up directly if any required elements are

missing. Once all requirements are met and fees are paid, NADD will guide applicants through next

steps.

Note: Once an application has been received, it is nontransferable, nonrefundable, and void after one

year.

Application Prerequisites

All applicants must meet three prerequisites, documented as part of the online application process:

1. Education and Experience

Applicants must present one of the following combinations:

• Licensure as an RN or a Master's degree in a field serving individuals with IDD and

co-occurring mental health conditions, and at least seven years of experience delivering clinical

supports.

• Licensure or certification as a Licensed Behavior Consultant, BCBA, BCaBA, or recognition

by your State/Province as a Behavior Analyst, and at least five years of experience delivering

clinical supports.

• Licensure or certification in an eligible clinical practice area (see full list below) and at least

five years of experience delivering clinical supports.

• Primary teaching, training, or clinical supervision responsibilities in a post-secondary or

clinical education program related to the disciplines listed above, with five years of directly

related experience.

Eligible clinical licensure and credentialing includes: Psychologist, Physician (MD, DO, MBBS),

Mental Health Counselor, Marriage & Family Counselor, Addictions Counselor, Licensed Clinical

Social Worker, Physician's Assistant, Registered Nurse, Nurse Practitioner, Occupational Therapist,

Physical Therapist, or other equivalent USA or Canadian clinical licensure. Final determination of

clinical equivalence resides with the NADD Certification Program.

2. Demonstrated Expertise



In addition to the required Education and Experience, applicants must be able to thoroughly

explain and demonstrate advanced expertise in at least one competency area and a general

knowledge of the remaining areas.

• Assessment of Medical Conditions

• Clinical Assessment

• Positive Behavior Supports and Effective Environments

• Psychotherapy and Other Therapeutic Interventions

• Psychopharmacology

For full competency area descriptions visit:
staging2.nadd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/ClinicalCertificationCompetencyAreas.pdf

3. Ethical Behavior

A signed Affirmation of Principles and Affirmation of Ethical Behavior is required. Applicants must

be in good standing at their organization. Any disciplinary events, lawsuits, suspensions of

privileges, or actions by a licensing body must be reported and reviewed by the committee.

Application Elements

Once prerequisites are satisfied, applicants submit the following as a complete application package:

• Completed Online Application Form

• Resume or CV

• Three Letters of Reference

• Completed Confirmation of Experience Form

• Signed Affirmation of Principles

• Signed Affirmation of Ethical Behavior

• Work Sample

Certification Process — Timeline & Stages

Once a Clinical application is processed and accepted NADD will communicate directly with the

applicant about next steps. The certification process typically takes 1–4 months and encompasses

three stages:

Stage Description

Work Sample
Review

Two Examiners review the work sample to assess competency
across the five core areas. NADD coordinates any clarifications or
revisions needed before proceeding to the interview.



Interview / Exam A 1-hour video or teleconference interview based on a case study
distributed 24–48 hours in advance. The candidate discusses their
case formulation, treatment plan, and work sample. Video is optional
and does not affect evaluation.

Certification
Evaluation

Final evaluation based on the candidate's Work Sample and
Interview performance across all five competency areas. Candidates
receive scores and examiner feedback upon completion.

Evaluation Scale

Both the Work Sample and Interview are evaluated across the five competency areas using the

following scale. Candidates must score at least 2 in all areas to receive certification. In the event

examiners disagree on a passing or failing score, the examiner from the same discipline as the

candidate makes the final determination.

Score Description

0 No evidence of competence

1 Insufficient evidence of competence

2 Evidence of baseline competence (minimum required)

3 Evidence of a high level of competence

Certification & Recertification

NADD-CC certification is valid for two years. Certified Clinicians are entitled to use the credential

NADD-CC in recognition of their achievement.

To renew their credential, a NADD-CC must pay the Recertification Application Fee for access to the

online application and document the completion of 10 hours of relevant continuing education.

For more information contact info@nadd.org or visit nadd.org


