
 

The 2009 NADD convention theme and 
keynote speakers have been announced by 
Convention Chairman Deacon Robert 
Pulhala and the Executive Convention 
Committee. 

“The Deacon as a Prophetic Voice” theme 
points to the fullness of diaconal ministry 
as will be explored through the sub-themes 
of Evangelization, Ecumenism and En-
gagement. The three outstanding keynote 
speakers for the convention are: Bishop 
Octavio Cisneros, Rev. Thomas A Baima, 
and Dr. Samuel Betances. 

Bishop Cisneros, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Brooklyn, will be speaking on the topic: 
“The Deacon and Evangelization in the 
World.” Bishop Cisneros serves on the 
Bishops’ Committee for Clergy, Conse-
crated Life and Vocations and is liaison to 
permanent deacons. He also serves with 
the subcommittee on Hispanics and the 
Liturgy. 

Rev. Thomas A. Baima, MBA, STD is 
provost and vice-president of University of 
St. Mary of the Lake / Mundelein Semi-
nary. His topic is “The Deacon and Ecu-
menism in the World.” He is a member of 
the North American Academy of Ecume-
nists and is the author of several books 
and many articles on ecumenism. Fr. 
Baima is the former director of the Office 
for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs 
for the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Dr. Samuel Betances, Ph.D will speak on 
“The Deacon and Engagement in the 
World.” As a sociologist, educator and 
professor of 20 years, Dr. Betances shares 
his considerable gifts by animating people 
to work together as brothers and sisters in 
Christ by recognizing their common  

struggles and building on their common 
strengths. His work in diversity and cultural 
awareness is widely acclaimed by heads of 
state, clergy, religious groups, and educators. 

The Women’s Workshop presenter is Sr. M. 
Marcia Vinje, a member of the Secular Insti-
tute of the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary. She 
has a BA in religious education from Mount 
Mary College and a MA in theology with 
concentration in Marian studies from the 
University of Dayton. Sr. Vinje has done 
extensive work education, community forma-
tion and adult formation. Until recently, Sr. 
Vinje was the associate director for the Of-
fice of the Permanent Diaconate for the Dio-
cese of Madison. She has given numerous 
talks and retreats on the dignity and vocation 
of women. 

The NADD 2009 convention will be held 
from April 22 through April 25, 2009 at the 
Holiday Inn Mart Plaza in Chicago. Mark 
your calendars now for what will be an en-
joyable event. 
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2008 

December 11-12               
NDI Committee Meeting        
PCJ - Columbus  

December 12-13             
Executive Committee Meeting 
PCJ - Columbus 

2009 

April 20              
Executive Committee Meeting 
Chicago 

April 21             
Board of Directors Meeting  
Chicago 

April 22               
New Directors’ Institute –       
Day One - Chicago                          

April 22-25                          
Directors’  Workshops;         
Convention -Chicago 

April 25              
Executive Committee Meeting  
Chicago 

June 11-13                          
Executive Committee Meeting 
PCJ - Columbus                            

June 14-19              
New Directors’ Institute         
PCJ - Columbus  

September 16-18           
Board of Directors Meeting   
PCJ - Columbus  
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View from The  Holiday Inn Mart Plaza, site of 

NADD’s 2009 Convention. 
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If the word “new” in the name of 
NADD’s outstanding training 
program, the New Directors’ In-
stitute (NDI), makes you think 
that it is intended only for recently 
appointed formation directors, 
you are only half right. “New” 
also applies to any director who is 
“newly” implementing the Na-
tional Directory and who wants 
the practical guidance that will 
make its implementation easier 
and more successful.  It also ap-
plies to any director whose bishop 
has issued instructions that pose 
“new” challenges toward imple-
menting the Directory in their 
diocese.    

The value of the New Directors’ 
Institute comes from its practical 
coverage of real-life elements in-
cluding theology, paperwork, the 
application process, and post-
ordination formation. The course 
builds on the four dimensions of 
formation outlined in the Direc-
tory: human, spiritual, intellectual, 
and pastoral. NDI also helps di-
rectors understand the ministerial 
component of their responsibili-
ties by exploring the theology of 
the diaconate and the importance 
of formation as outlined by the 
Directory.   

NADD offers the NDI in alter-
nating years in collaboration with 
the Pontifical College Josephinum 
(PCJ) and the USCCB Committee 
on Clergy, Consecrated Life and 
Vocations. The next NDI begins 
with a seminar at the NADD 
Convention in Chicago on April 
22, 2009. The Institute will be 
held at the Pontifical College Jose-
phinum in Columbus on June 14 
through 19, 2009. The final day of 

the Institute will be held at the 
NADD Convention in Spokane, 
Washington in 2010.  

Participants from the first NDI, 
held in 2007, were pleased with 
the course. “I thought the Co-
lumbus experience was first 
rate!” said Deacon John Ebel of 
the Diocese of Milwaukee.  Dea-
con Dennis Dorner of the Arch-
diocese of Atlanta said, “The 
program at PCJ in Columbus was 
excellent…the size perfect…the 
presentations were generally out-
standing.” “Implementing the 
Directory without the program is 
mind-boggling. I could not do 
this job without all the informa-
tion and help I received and con-
tinue to receive from NDI,” 
notes Mary Szymczak of the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne – South 
Bend. Deacon Steve Miller of the 
Diocese of Lafayette said, 
“THANK YOU to all who envi-
sioned and delivered NDI.” 

Evaluations are also helping to 
fine-tune the next NDI. The first 
day of the course is reformatted 
to give participants an overview 
of what to expect and how to 
prepare for the week-long ses-
sion at PCJ. Once in Columbus, 
the Institute devotes four class-
days to the issues and challenges 
of diaconate directors: inquiry 
and applicant screening, aspi-
rancy, candidacy, and post-
ordination formation. The pro-
ject portion of NDI has also 
been restructured to help with 
topic selection, choice of a pro-
ject mentor, facilitation and pres-
entation at the 2010 convention.   

 

The first NDI benefited from an out-
standing faculty that included Msgr. 
Paul J. Langsfeld, STD (PCJ Rector / 
President, Professor of Theology); 
Deacon Michael Ross, PhD (PCJ 
Academic Dean, Theology); Sr. Eliza-
beth McDonough, OP, JCD (Griffin 
Professor of Canon Law at PCJ, The-
ology); Rev. Shawn McKnight, STD 
(Pastor of Blessed Sacrament Parish 
in Wichita, KS; former PCJ Vice-
President of Development and lec-
turer); and Deacon William Ditewig, 
PhD (former Secretary to the Bish-
ops’ Committee on the Diaconate 
and now Director of the Master of 
Arts in Theology Program at St. Leo 
University). The second NDI will 
maintain this high standard for in-
struction. 

Fees for NDI are not yet final, but 
will be less than $2100 including reg-
istration, tuition, and room and 
board during the week at the Jose-
phinum.  Participants are responsible 
for their travel, books and miscella-
neous expenses.   Registration is lim-
ited to 30 participants, so apply early. 
The application for NDI can be 
found on the NADD website, 
www.nadd.org. Remember, NEW 
applies to YOU!   

 

The New in NDI Applies to You! 

Last day of NDI program at the 2007 NADD 

Convention                                                 

http://www.nadd.org/
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NADD is pleased to announce the 
hiring of Jeannette Nini as NADD’s 
new administrative assistant. 
Jeannette works in the Association’s 
Columbus office located at the Pon-
tifical College Josephinum. 

Jeannette brings a combination of 
education and experience that will 
complement the work of NADD. 
She holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Design from the College 
of Design, Architecture and Plan-
ning from the University of Cincin-
nati and worked as an Interior De-
signer in Columbus and Chicago for 
twenty years.  

assuming the office of Chairperson 
with full powers upon resignation, 
death, or permanent disability of the 
Chairperson for the balance of the 
Chairperson’s term of office. 

Nomination forms should be       
submitted to: 

Deacon Gerald DuPont                     
Chairman                                 
Nominations Committee 

(See Enclosed Nomination Insert) 

 

Jeannette Nini learning the ropes from long-time 

NADD Administrative Assistant Judy Bouma 

New Administrative Assistant at NADD Office 

Nominations Requested for NADD Vice-Chair Position 

More recently,  Jeannette has 
served as the program director 
for the Clintonville Area Cham-
ber of Commerce where she pro-
duced educational and fund-
raising events as well as working 
with a board of directors and 
membership. 

Jeannette and her husband, Paul 
have two children: Walter, a 
sophomore at the University of 
Cincinnati and Meredith, a junior 
at Bishop Watterson High 
School in Columbus. Paul is a 
professor of design at The Ohio 
State University. 

Please join us in welcoming Jeannette 
to NADD. Her phone number is  
614-547– 1647. Her email is: 
admin@nadd.org. 

The Nominations Committee is 
now accepting nominations for the 
office of NADD Vice-
Chairperson. If you are a voting 
member of NADD, you will find a 
nomination form in this issue of 
NADD News. Nomination forms 
may also be found in the 
“members only” section of the 
NADD website: www.nadd.org. 

The election of a new Vice-

Chairperson will take place during 

the NADD 2009 convention in 

Chicago from a slate of nominees.  

The new office-holder will com-
mence duties immediately upon 
adjournment of the annual con-
vention in April 2009 and will 
continue through the convention 
in 2011. After serving one term of 
office, the Vice-Chairperson may 
be elected for one additional term. 

Duties of the Vice-Chairperson 
include: performing the duties of 
the Chairperson in the event of 
the Chairperson’s absence or ill-
ness; performing the duties as-
signed by the Chairperson; and,                                                

 

Membership Directory Updates 

Despite careful entry of information 

and proofreading, some errors in 

the 2008-2009 Membership Direc-

tory have been brought to our atten-

tion. We apologize for any incon-

venience these may cause. If your 

contact information needs correc-

tion or if it changes, please send an 

email with the new information to 

Jeannette Nini at admin@nadd.org. 

We will periodically issue Member-

ship Directory Updates with these 

changes to keep contact information 

as current as possible.   

mailto:admin@nadd.org
mailto:admin@nadd.org


 

 

National Association of  

Diaconate Directors 

7625 N. High Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43235 

Email: NAAD info@nadd.org 

614-985-2276 

614-885-2307 Fax 

Deacon J.S. Anzalone                         

Diocese of Birmingham                      

Chairman 

Deacon Justin Green                            

Diocese of Winona                               

Vice Chairman  

Deacon Robert McCoy                        

Diocese of  Davenport                         

Secretary - Treasurer        

Deacon Thomas R. Dubois               

NADD Executive Director                          

Deacon Mike Berstene Region I                          

Diocese of Norwich                

Deacon Ted May   Region II                                 

Diocese of Buffalo                  

Deacon Joseph DeVizia  Region III     

Diocese of Scranton               

Rev. Frank J. Ready  Region IV                           

Diocese of Arlington               

Deacon Arden Wolterman Region V                    

Diocese of Lexington              

Deacon Ken Piechowski Region VI                      

Diocese of Cleveland              

Deacon Robert Puhala  Region VII                        

Archdiocese of Chicago          

Mr. Joseph T. Michalak           Region VIII                    

Archdiocese of  St. Paul - Minneapolis                           

Deacon Tom Lang    Region IX 

Archdiocese of Dubuque         

Deacon Gerald DuPont           Region X                      

Diocese of Galveston/Houston              

Deacon Mike Jelley                 Region XI                             

Diocese of San Bernardino                         

Deacon John Sicilia                 Region XII               

Diocese of Spokane 

Deacon Steve Rangel  Region XIII                        

Archdiocese of Santa Fe         

Deacon William Ladroga  Region XIV                     

Diocese of Venice                   

 

Submit Resolution and Concerns to the                   

Resolutions Committee 

Dear NADD Member, 

According to the NADD Bylaws, Article V – Committees, Section A,  Part 2 – 
Resolutions Committee, you are invited "to develop resolutions which express 
concerns of the Association." 

We in the Resolutions Committee hold ourselves open to helping you in this en-
deavor.   If you have any concerns that you wish to express, we ask that you send 
them to us so we may research them and help you prepare a resolution for 
NADD member consideration and vote. 

Please note that if the resolution you propose is of such nature that an amend-
ment to the Constitution or Bylaws is necessary, it would have to be filed with the 
Executive Committee by a voting member three months prior to the meeting at 
which the amendment would be considered.  The Executive Board would then be 
able to let all members be aware if it one month prior to the meeting. 

We ask that you submit your resolution in writing, either by e-mail or letter.  Re-
ceipt will be acknowledged and we will advise you as soon as possible when it 
may be presented to the body at the April Conference. 

Deacon Steve Rangel, Chairman                                                                      
5812 Irving Blvd.                                                                                              
Albuquerque, NM 87114                                                  
dcndir@archdiocesesantafe.org 

Committee Members                                                                                            
Rev. Frank J. Ready                                                                                           
Deacon Ted May 

NADD Board of Directors 

mailto:dcndir@archdiocesesantafe.org

